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WHAT CAN EDO? 


Socialists are often accused of being arm-chair philosophers living a political 
life of quicscent contemplation We are criticised for not being men and women 
of action: the first on the picket fine. the first at the hcad of a demonstration or 
rot and the first to the barricade 


The criticism is fatuous. Picket fincs. demonstrations, riots and barricade are 
the tmmature political action of romantics who have no practical grasp of social 
realtty. who do not understand what ts and what ts not possible when it comes to 
Socialist action and the conditions necessary to establish Socialism 


But it docs raise an important question for Socialists no matter where thes arc 
And this is the question "What can | do?" What constitutes effective Socialist 


action”? 


Principally. Socialist action scts out to propagate Socialist ideas and to convince 
workers to become Socialists. To build up the number of Socialists in socicty ts 
vitally important Without active Socialists. the dissemination of Socialist ideas 
becomes Icss cffective. 


The avenues in which to spread Socialist ideas are varied. Attempts can be 
made to get on television and the radio in order to put the Socialist case 
Another ayenuc is to writc Iettcrs to the national and focal press Many 
Socialists spcak at indoor and outdoor meetings, enter into public debate with 
opponents, and write leaflets and articles for Socialist Studies 


Word of mouth is also useful tn spreading Socialist idcas to cither fends. 
relatives. work colleagues and trade union members. Socialists can wntce books 
and pamphlets. make films and videos, and usc art. literature and poctry to gct 
over to workers the need for Socialism. 
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KILLS 
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mesothelioma are currently at about 1.200 per year A rise in this figure 
1s predicted: around 2020 there will he about 3.000 deaths per vear In 
addition. the Health and Safety Lxecutive asbestos survey suggests that 
about 4% or 1.000 of the 25.000 lunge cancers diagnosed annually in 
British men are asbestos induced C Pinfold. Construction Law 1998 


The social reformer's solution 1s to pass more Icgislation And. indced. new 
laws governing the work in and around asbestos are forthcoming Other 
reformers. notably academics. wnte books calling for the extension of corporate 
manslaughter to membcrs of the board of directors to cover deaths at work The 
rcality is that there 1s bookshelf aftcr bookshelf of health and safcty Icgislation. 
The last comprehensive picce of fcgislation. The Construction. Design and 
Management Regulations Act 1996. was passcd to minimise and reduce deaths 
in the construction and maintenance of buildings. In its first vear of cnactment 
deaths on buildings sites actually increased. 


Workers who have suffered from asbestos-related discases are also offered legal 
restitution The jawver firm specialising in asbestos claims bv workers against 
emplovers. Ficld Fisher Watcrhousc. has obtained £4] million in compensation 
on behalf of asbestos disease sufferers and their familics. 


However compensation for a life ruined and a partner or parent killed or 
scverel, incapacitated 1s hardly going to be offsct by moncy. What price 
widowhood? What price in being orphaned” What price the painful living 
death of mesothelioma? Compensation. like charity. is an insult 


Asbestos was extensively used because tt was a cheap matenal in fireproofing 
boilers. plant and constructional clements. There arc numcrous other building 
matenals which are following asbestos in their negative cffect on users. glass 
fibre. mincral particle board and the industrial process in the production of 
UVPC. So what can be done to deal effectively with the problem? An 
understanding of capitalism is a prerequisite for a solution And this mcans 
placing the problem in a Socialist content 
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MARX ON TECHNOLOGY 


The media claim that the introduction of information technology and computers 
will mean less work and increased leisure This prosaic romanticism should be 
taken with a pinch of salt. Capitalists do not introduce technology to unburden 
the stress and discomfort of employment. Technology is uscd by cmplovers 
against workers as an aspect of the class struggle 


Marx, whose feet were firmly on the ground and who had a good grasp of what 
motivates employers, had this to say about technology: 


The automatic workshop opened its career with acts which were anything 
but philanthropic. Children were kept at work by means of the whip. they 
were made an object of traffic and contracts were undertaken with 
orphanages. All the laws on the apprenticeship of workers were repealed. 


.... finally. from 1825 onwards (the date of the first economic crisis) 
almost all the new inventions were the result of collisions between the 
worker and the employer who sought at all costs to depreciate the worker's 
spectalised ability. After each new strike of any importance there 
appeared a new machine. So little indeed did the worker see in the 
application of machinery a sort of rehabilitation. .. that in the eighteenth 
century he resisted for a very long time the inciptent domination of 


automation 


In short, with the introduction of machinery the division of labour inside 
the workshop has increased. the task of the worker inside the workshap has 
been simplified. capital has been concentrated. the human heing has been 


further dismembered. 


Karl Marx. The Poverty of Philosophy, Chapter |} 
The Metaphysics of Political Economy. Moscow edition. 1976: p130 
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> “abolish the class state" This wntcr 

ounds that the capitalist class will 

threatened by mass working class 
talists would resort to dictatorship 


and violence against a Socialist democratic majority at the ballot box. but do 
nothing if confronted by a lockout or a Gencral Strike. To put it mildly. we find 
this assumption rather implausible. 


In order to achieve anything. you need to have the powcr to do it. To abolish the 
state you need first to gain control of it - vou necd political power Just how are 
the working class supposed to abolish the state 1f they do not first gain control 
over it? Way back in 1848, Marx and Engels had a clearer vicw 


Political power. properly so called, is merely the organised power of one 
class for oppressing another ... every class struggle ts a political struggle 


The machinery of government, with its armed forces. its police. its judiciary and 
jails - all this exists prrmantly to protect the interests of the capitalist class. But. 
as we ail know. their preference 1s for us to consent to our exploitation. This is 
cheaper for them. Icss messy and much, much less bothersome. However that 
consent or consensus is only possible so long as the majority of workers, not just 
in Amenica but world-wide. continuc to belicve mistakenly that capitalism is 
"the best of all possible worlds", and that socialism/communism was what 
failed in Russia. But when ideology fails. the capitalist class has state force at 
its disposal. If they can. they will use it. That is why it ts essential for 
Socialists to gain political power: to ensure that the state forces cannot be used 
against the Socialist movement. 


In several of the letters published tn Discussion Bulletin on this subject there is 
a significant common thread: ic a failure even to mention the necessity of class 
consciousness as a precondition for anv successful Socialist revolutionary 
movement. Perhaps this is taken for granted? An exception was a reply to 
Internationalism (DB 91) where the writer noted De Leon's view of union 
leaders as being “without the understanding of economics and history that 
education tn the socialist movement brings", which explained their becoming 


cynical, self-serving or looking to "cooperation with the masters”. 
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The Socialist Party of Great Britain has only one aim: by abolishing the class 
system, to establish a society based upon the common ownership and democratic 
control by and in the interests of the whole community of the means and 
instruments for producing and distributing wealth. 


Such society will necessarily have to be democratic, consequently it can only be 
brought about democratically. And to disrcgard the probability of the capitalist 
class putting up some sort of resistence. using state forces to protect their class 
interests, would surely be suicidal folly. Hence the need to use the electoral 
system. 


— 


UNEMPLOYMENT, CLASS AND RACE 


The recent Anne Frank (the Dutch girl who died at Auschwitz) exhibition 
touring Britain contained displays by the Council for Racial Equality (CRE) 
which claimed that. young white workers, made up only 8% of the unemployed 
while blacks and Asians composed some 18%. The conclusion the CRE wanted 
visitors to the exhibition to draw was that unemployment was a race issue. It ts 
a conclusion Socialists dispute. 


Workers, whether they are black. white or Asian, form part of the same class 
with the same interests and the same problems. The anguish, worn and 
hardship experienced by the unemployed white workers is as real, just as 
unpleasant and just as wasteful as the expenence of unemployment felt by 
young blacks and Asians. The discomfort is the same, irrespective of colour. 
and the solution is the same irrespective of colour: Socialism 


For Socialists, unemployment is not a race issuc Unemployment 1s a class 
issue. We can understand the resentment felt by black workers who cannot get a 
job. We are well aware of the racismin capitalism which prevents black 
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workers from not getting a job. But to belicve that race is the primary caus: 


unemployment is to put the cart before the horse. It might scem that way, but 
appearances are deceptive. To understand the question of race and race 


discnmination you first have to understand the social system which fran 
social relationships Without an understanding of capitalism and the process 

commodity production. including labour power, on social relationships th 
there can be no understanding of social problems like racism, and the so 

problem will fester, persist and. in pernods of high unemployment, reflect itsc 
politically with the growth of fascism 


The Council for Racial Equality, as a reformist organisation, has no interest 
understanding the cause of unemployment. Crises, depression 

unemployment flow from the anarchy of commodity production and exchang 
Capitalism causes unemployment. The CRE is quite comfortable abou 


capitalism. And here is its failure. The CRE believes in an equitable 


distnbution of unemployment along race lines. Suppose they were successfi 


and unemployment was the same for white, Asian and black workers, would thi: 


be a cause for celebration? It might at the CRE but not for the unemployed 


Socialists have demonstrated that unemployment derives from commodits 
production and exchange for a profit. When capitalists cannot employ workers 
profitably they sack them. Why unemployment occurs derives not from race but 
from the employer-emplovee relationship. Unemployment occurs because ther 
15 in fact employment. Without employment there would not be unemployment 


Unemployment has to be seen in the context of labour markets, the buying and 
selling of labour power, of production for profit, and of the wages system 
Employment and work are not the same thing. Employment exists because. ina 
class-divided society under pnivate property ownership, the majonty are forced 
into selling their mental and physical ability to work to be exploited for a wage 
and salary in order to survive. 
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Racism occurs becausc workers, when competing for jobs. housing. hospital 
beds ctc. blame other workers rather than becoming aware of the contradictions 
and conflicts which arise out of production for profit. Also. racism occurs 
because non-socialist workers fall prev to the political charlatans within 
capitalist politics. who for their own agenda. usc the ‘race card’ to gain support 
Socialists oppose all racism no matter from where it is bemg directed. 


As for racial cquality. this can only ever come about in a social system where 
there is common ownership and democratic control of the means of production 
and distribution. that 1s: in Socialism. To say this, though, is to go against the 
political correctness of the organisers of the Anne Frank Exhibition and the 
CRE's contribution to the study of racism in the last decades of this century. 
which explained nothing and failed the thousands of people who attended. 


Capitalism cannot provide a conflict-free. egalitarian socicty. There will always 
be winners and losers. the breeding ground for racial blame And there will 
alwavs be capitalist politicians, like Adolph Hitler. and Le Pen, ready to use the 
politics of race to further their political careers. The conscrvative journalist. 
Simon Heffer. in his recently published hagiography of Enoch Powell. Like a 
Roman, showed how Powell! deliberately used his infamous "nvers of blood" 
speech to exploit racism for his own political ends. 


Without an understanding and rejection of capitalism the mistakes of the past 
will only be made again by futurc generations of workers. Icaving the way open 
for racial intolerance. discrimination and division to pass on into the next 


century. 


Theodor Adorno, the unfortunately influential German philosopher. once wrote 
pessimistically that after Auschwitz there could no longer be any poctry. He 
was wrong. Optimism did survive the gas chambers of Europe, the world wars, 
the uncmployment, the poverty. the barbarism and the waste of this century It 


il 


survived, against all the odds. with the continued cxistence of the Socialist Pa 
of Great Britain. whose message has been consistent and clear. If there are t 
no more Belsens then there first has to be Socialism. 
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CAPITALISM CAUSES POVERTY 


Academic economists state that there 1s only a limited supply of resources but 
infinite demand for them Population theorists assert that nsing populat: 
cause starvation. Both are wrong 


According to the World Bank Report. The World Food Outlet (1993) 


Both land and water are abundant according to both estimates. Onl 

of the world’s land surface is used for agricultural crops and bi 
commonly accepted estimate. the world's land and water use 
agriculture could more than double. World food production has m 
than kept pace with population growth and rates of food production st 
few signs of slowing. (Quoted from The Daily Mail. Junc 9 199: 


The World Bank report went on to state that in the 1980's world cer 
production increased by 2.1% a year while population grew by 17%. T! 
trend 1s not expected to fall. 


So clearly there is a lot of agncultural technology being restricted in use The 
is also a large amount of land which 1s also being under-used. The argumer 
about limited resources. therefore. is a non-starter. And the assumption the 
there is infinite demand has no place in the real world. Society can produce 
enough to meet human needs but 1s prevented from doing so. The question to ask 
is Why. The academic economists do not exist to answer this fundaments 
question. 
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And the nco-Malthusians wanting to see the production of more contraccptives 
have to answer why production could not be best served by providing more food 
when clearly there is a great under-capacity for producing foodstuffs and water 
Like the academic economists. the population theonsts are asking the wrong 


question. 


The question of what prevents the supply of water and food to those that need 
them can be answered in onc word: Capitalism. Capitalism does not exist to 
produce goods to meet people's needs. It produces commodities with a view to 
profit. The only people that capitalists are interested in are those who have the 
moncy to buy these commodities. 


This will not be the case with Socialism. Socialism will provide the socal 
framework for goods to be produced to meet human needs. Socialism would 
allow the productive forces to be developed. It would not restrict production. 
The only way in which social problems like poverty and hungcr are to be 
resolved is through the establishment of common ownership and democratic 
control of the means of production and distribution by all of socicty. 


The problem is that the world's resources. productive and distributive systems 
are owned by a parasitic minority class to the exclusion of the majonty. While 
capitalism lasts so will the social problems that affect our class. 


——o00 -— 


THE POVERTY OF WELFARE 


Way back in 1994, Blair declared New Labour's intention was to “put welfare 
to work" Yet, nearly two years after being elected with a rock-solid majonty. 
his government has still not found out how to deliver on its Manifesto 
commitment - to decrease "the share of national income (spent) on the bills of 
economic and social failure". ie the welfare budget. This inability to decide on 
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Beveridge in 1942. and is now echoed bi 
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@ pauper’s) situation on the whole sha! 
“eligible as the situation of the 
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(Quoted from Petcr Townsend. Poverty 

in the United Kingdom, p923 n | 


by David Blunkett. The Times (22 


tronger endorsement to the principles 
benefit into work. stopping 
phere people on benefit do better than 


sion that they intended to reduce 
ts of economic and social failure 


ably by providing jobs for the unemployed. But even if ‘full employment’ 
be ensured, there would still remain many pcople - the old. the verv 
y. the infirm - who could not be employed A ruthless government could 
ard the destitute but that would be a risky strategy. In modem capitalism 
iments depend for their Iegitimacy on the fact that they are voted into 
Fon the basis of workers' votes. As Quintin Hogg (Lord Hatlsham) 
"If you do not give the people social reform. they are going fo give you 
revolution" (House of Commons. 17 Februarm 1943. quoted in 


e Re-organises Poverty, SPGB) 


the policy is pandering to prejudice: the idea that any form of public 
ft will encourage idleness: that most of those on benefit are there from 
sor fecklessness: and that any benefits should be obtainable at as low a 
5 possible. under stringent. harsh. deterrent conditions. 


has Often repeated his mantra: "J want a nation at work. not on benefits" 
cnt against so-called scroungers was put forcibly by Mandelson: 


is nol right that some people should collect the dole. live on the black 
zonomy, and then refuse to cooperate with society's efforts to re-integrate 


n into the labour market. 
Mandelson and Liddle. The Blair Revolution. p102 


Blaming the Poor 


emt decades a new theory about poverty has become accepted among 
ans. Apparently, poverty is inherited. 


werty breeds poverty .. the cruel legacy of poverty ts passed from 
ents to children. USA Government Economic Report. | 964 


lea Of a “culture of poverty" (Michael Harrington. The Other America. 
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1962) led to another glib phrase - "‘he cycle of deprivation" (speech by Tc 
Keith Joseph 1972. quoted from Poverty in the United Kingdom by Pet 


Townsend. 1979). 


Such ideas were swallowed. hook. line and sinker, bv the New Labour zc 
Biair denounced as a “moral and social evil" the existence of "an under 
people. cut off from society's mainstream. living often in poverty. | 
economy. crime and family instability" (speech: 1996, quote from Tony Bi: 
New Britain. p59). Likewise. Peter Mandelson wrote of “a culfuré 
hopelessness. idleness and cynicism which a concentration of hard-coré 


unemployment has bred in the many estates ... where a generation has been 


brought up on the dole" (Mandelson and Liddic. The Blair Revolution. p!0d2). 


Such theones - if that is what they are - do nothing to explain the cause of 
poverty. They encourage a culture of blame. like the Victorian parsons and 
do-gooders who withheld charity from those they disapproved of - the so-called 


“undeserving poor". 


Mandcelson's phrase “hard-core unemployment" is revealing. We had heard of 
hard-core crime before but never of "hard-core unemployment". \t implies that 


the victims of unemployment are unemploved from choice. 


Yet the continuity of high levels of unemployment in many regions, 1: 
and manv other countnes. 1s due to structural and cyclical trends 
economy, and in some cases to government policy. For instance. 
regions the collapse of coal-mining and shipbuilding has forced many 
unemployment. The development of computer networking has enabled ban! 
and msurance companies to close many branches, and many companics h 
been able to 'downsize', shedding large numbers of middle managers. 


Along with this structural unemployment. usually tnggered by the competi 


introduction of new technology. there is also cvclical unemployment. caused 
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ability of capitalism as it lurches from boom to slump So when 
asserted that he was “absolutely committed to the goal of full 
(speech. Blackpool. 1994: New Britain. p38) he showed he 
[ understand that capitalism itself is the cause of unemplovment 


1 .. may. at the same time. render the 
nt. and deteriorate the condition of the labourer" (footnote, 
ter XXV. Section 3). 


The Solution to Poverty 


© Of poverty is not. as Bevendge thought. in having children 
@ had quite a few but she was far from destitute. Many of the 
© no Children: the young homeless to be found now tin most cities, 

Begging. selling ‘The Big issuc' - these are not destitute because 
dren. Their problem is unemployment. emplovers will not emplov 


d until it 1s profitable to do so. 


paupensm and destitution is intrinsic to the capitalist svstem. It 

§ never been solved or even tackled satisfactorily. There is no 

ihe Class system. Since the start of capitalism. the problem for 

ass and their puppets in government remains the same how to 

fely for those of the working class thev prefer not to employ - so 

ots OF worse - but to do so in such a frugal. economic. stingy way 
those in work envious. 


jake out that this cheeseparing meanness !s not so much a matter 
1 cost down - ie a matter of their own class interest - as. 
from concem for our moral wellbeing. It 1s one thing for the nch 
o ha in that. But it is a different matter where the poor are 


As Robert Tressell wrote. saturically. of the Council and the local do-gooders 


They were all so sorry for the poor. especially the dear iittle children 
The did all sorts of things to help the children. In fact, there was nothing 
they would not do for them - except levy a halfpenny rate. It would never 
do ta do that It might pauperize the parents and destroy parent 

responsibility. The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists 


The language used to descnbe reforms in the ficld of welfarc. benefits. 
assistance. and the like. is invanably insincere. As Orwell noted: “political 
language .. ts designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable. 
and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind" 


(Politics and the English Language) 


Reforming the welfare system - usually code for cutting back on welfare 
spending - is not the answer. The cause of poverty, and of unemployment, is the 
class system. the system of production for profit. Get nd of that. and you get 
md of misery and destitution. The DSS and its Giro-cheques cannot solve the 
problem - and are not designed to do so. This problem is part and parcel of the 
system of production for profit, so only by ending capitalism and replacing this 
system with one of common owncrship and production for use will it be possible 
to get nd of the problem and. with it. these futile, sticking-plaster, attem 

solutions 


FREDERICK ENGELS ON 
HISTORICAL MATERIALISM 


The materialist conception of history has a lot of dangerous friends no 
who use it.as an excuse for not studying history. Just as Marx, comme 
the Ikrench ‘Marxists’ of the late ‘seventies used to say: “All 1 know 1s | 


a Marxist”. 


etl ici i I A TOSS eter 
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is.also been a discussion ... about the distribution of products in future 
vhether this will take place according to the amount of work done or 
The question has been approached very ‘materialistically’ in 
Wt io certain idealistic phraseology about justice. But strangely 


Is wor Struck anyone that, after all, the method of distribution 


depends on how much there is to distribute, and that this must 
pe with the progress of production and social organisation, and 
he method of distribution will also change. But everyone who 
he discussion described ‘socialist society’ not as something 
langing and advancing but as something stable and fixed once 
which must, therefore, also have a method of distribution fixed 
all. All one can reasonably do, however, is: 1. to try and 
method of distribution to be used at the beginning, and 2. to try 
ral tendency of the further development. But about this I do 
yord in the whole debate. 


rd ‘materialist’ serves many ... writers ... as a mere phrase 
ing and everything is labelled without further study. that is, 
§ label and then consider the question disposed of But our 
sory 1s above all a guide to study, not a lever for construction 
” ! anner. All history must be studied afresh, the conditions 
@ different formations of society must be examined in detail 
pt is made to deduce from them the political. civil-law. 
hic. religious etc., views corresponding to them. Up to now 

Wn done in this respect because only a few people have got 
| We need a great deal of help in this field, for tt is 
anyone who will work seriously can achieve much and 


Schmidt in Berlin: London. August 5 1890 taken from 
on Historical Materialism 1890-94, Moscow 1980, p79 
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IRAQ - BOMBING FOR PEACE?! 


“Afillions more will be killed Millions more will starve. Millions more will be 
violated They must have justice." Robin Cook, New Labour's Forcign 
Secretary, wrote this. arguing for an intemational court to deal with "genocide. 
cnmes against humanity and war cnmes" (The Observer, 14 June 1998). This 


was the voice of a government which claimed its forcign policy had "an ethical 
dimension" | 


Only six months later Cook and his colleagues were enthusiastically supporting 
Clinton's attack on Iraq - three or four nights of missiles and bombs, squeezed in 
between Clinton's tnp to Israel and the start of the Islamic holy month of 
Ramadan. a time when such attacks might be ‘objectionable’ or ‘offensive’. 


Cynically, it was not purely coincidental that this happened just when Congress 
was to debate pernury charges against Clinton and whether he should face 
impeachment proceedings in the Senate. Clinton has used wars in faraway 
places previously as a sure way of hyacking the headlines. When in a come 
this is his usual ploy. Earlier, there was the bombing of a Sudanese facton 
allegedly a terronst facility but actually a pharmaceutical plant, producing 
Sudan's output of an anti-malana drug essential for saving thousands of | 

a country where malana is endemic 


1h 


That attack was timed to coincide with the debate on Starr's report to ¢ 
citing evidence of Clinton's pernury and obstruction of justice. Unscru 
Clinton has clung to power by attacking and demonizing some rela 
state - Afghanistan, Sudan. Iraq - as a supposed threat to “peace and 


For ycars Noam Chomsky has opposed Amencan foreign poli 

terronsm’. Clinton's declaration on Iraq - that US forces would “aliack 

warning” - is a Classic case. To attack without warning is what eve st 

organisation does: attacks without warning, usually against civilians 
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min fact the dictionan defines a terrorist as “one who faveurs or 
inspiring methods of governing or of coercing government or 
"(Oxford English Dictionary) That is a good description of 
| Robin's 'cthical’ policy on Iraq 


Ends and Means 


rgument that ‘the end justifies the mcans’ uscd to be used by the 
ity. defending Stalin's dictatorsmp Now we have Blair's 
ication for the blitz on Baghdad. 


buse force to wage war must he confronted by those who are 


B force fo maintain peace (20 Deecmber 1998). 


The effect of attacking anv state 1s to Icad tt to 
bes. to create peace by waging war is impossible 


ich Was said to be to destroy Iraq's “weapons of mass 
to ensure “peace and stability in the region" (Blair, 20 
t the best outcome capitalism can ever offer is merely a 
ollowed - sooncr or later - by renewed preparations for 
arly 60 years ago: 


be followed by new treaties forced on the vanquished 
Preparation for further wars. new dictatorships and 


(SPGB Statement 24 Scptcmber 1939) 


that Saddam ts an “ew/ dictator" But in the 
tors which of them is not evil? Perhaps Blair 
WS’ Morcover. the aims of this attack did not 
ms regime As Blair said. the aim was to put 


10 Saddam would remain in power. his tyranny 


. : 
is 
u a) 


is quite happy to do | 
a rotten record on human rights 
Also. one should not forget that 


Cunously. the Blair government. like Clintons. 
with many dictatorships and statcs with 


Indonesia. Nigena. China - to name but a few. | 
Saddam's ‘evil’ regime was backed by Bntain and Amcrica during the lengthy 


bloodbath of the fran-Iraq war, when British and American firms supplicd 


Saddam with most of his weaponry, with the approval of their govcmments. 


A third justification offered was Saddam's record of using chemical and 
biological weapons against civilians. plus the belicf that he has 2 nuclear 
weapons programme. But the Bniish record is not one of unsullicd innocence 


it ts known that in 1919, Churchill, then Secretary for War and Colonial 
Secretary, encouraged the use by the RAF of mustard gas bombs » Iraq 


as an alternative to deploying the army against the Kurds 
(The Guardian. 2 November | 998) 


Later. in 1944, Churchill was cqually ruthless in urging the forces to prepare to 
usc poison gas against German citics. | 


ft is absurd to consider morality on this fopic when evervbody used i 
(poison gas) in the last war without a word of complaint: ¢ moralistt 
or the Church ...._ I quite agree that it may be severa 
months before I shall ask vou to drench Germany with 


we do it. let us do it 100 per cent 
(Letters to General Ismay, July 1944. quoted in The Guardiam, 


KS OF CVn 
and if 


2 November 1998) 
The British and American governments cannot claim that their hands are chal 
. , . : nr ri 6) the 
where chemical, biological or nuclear weapons arc ¢ yr that Oi 
id ypped musta 


would never use these against civilians. In the 1920's Bnita 
“ Ag .f fi 
gas on Iraqi villages. and latcr the USA used napalm gent Orange 


Victnam 


* 7 ir ’ 
the USA remains the only 


State to have dropped nuclear hombs on « 

Only eight years Gy 

Peete vears ago, in the Gulf War, American use of depleted uranium 
yor casing artillery shells has since heen linked to the ( milf War Syndrome 
Causing disease and cancers among their and other forces 


This was 
probably the cause of the increase in cancers in Iraq 


(Channel 4. 11 November 1998) 


Another question of double standards Blair, cchoing Clinton and Albright 
argued that Iraq had not complicd with the UN _ Inspcctions This 
non-compliance, said Madclcine Albright. was a flouting of “the ride of law and 
the will af the world” (16 December 1998). But how many UN resolutions has 
Isracl. flouted? Isract. a nucicar power. frequently attacks civilians in Lebanon 
As for the “will of the world”. this is simply another way of saying the will of 


the US government and the interests of the American capitalists in controlling 
the oil resources of the region 


Lacking support from other countrics (the so-calicd ‘international community’). 
with confusion about the supposed aims of the attack. with cniticism from. 
usually supportive. Establishment voices. cg Simon Jenkins and General Sir 
Michael Rose (Times. 18 December 1998) and cven diplomats. Sir Tim Garden 
and Sir John Weston (BBC-News 24. 20 December 1998). with a procedural 
dodgc to avoid any vote being recorded in the Commons: plus protests and polls 
showing the public were not wholly in support. altogether it sccms that Clinton 
and Blair's arguments failed to win support 


Enforcing the 'new world order’ 


here is between wh 


‘hat it really is abou Casc. the arguments put forward to justify the 


onvincing than usual 


timing. convenient for Clinton and inconvenient for his Republican opponcnts 


Likewise. we note that. in the Gulf War, America's so-called ‘smart missilcs 
missed half their targets Expensive Perhaps the military wanted to test the 
improved accuracy of their latcst clectronics and laser guidance systems? 
Certainly. they carefully recorded the percentages of hits, ncar-hits and misses 


A third possible rcason for this attack on a relatively weak country, suffering 
from “the screw of sanctions on poor, starving, sick people" ( Edward Said, 
The Observer. 20 December 1998). could have been as a demonstration of 
power, showing that the USA ts now the global policeman and that US policy 
will now be cnforced globally as "the will of the world", in Alonght's phrase 


This reminds onc. sickeningly. of Orwell's prediction, 50 vears ago: 


“Tf you want a picture of the future, imagine a hoot stamping on a humeé 
face - for ever". (Nineteen Eighty Four 


He feared only the spread of totalitanan states, like Stalinist Russia The thre 
1S equally from the so-called ‘free world’. 


Either way, whether with dictatorship or democracy. this scems to be the @ 
sort of future capitalism offers, with penodic pauscs for an uneasy armed t 
as the weapons designers prepare for future conflicts. We urge all worket 
recognise that this system 1s unsafe and works against our interests. 


Every gun that is made. every warship launched. every rocket 
signifies. in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are ng 
those who are cold and are not clothed. This world in armsq 


spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its laborers, they 


of its scientists, the hopes of its children. 


24 


cr. 


| 
dalled 


c ehow ef. 2 former General. made this indictment of the system ina 
A Only Socialism gives a chance of stopping this Onvellian 


fom Continuing for gencrations to come. as Saddam's and Clinton's 
Sever nasticr and more accurate weapons. 


Blevaltcmative: Socialism To achicve it requircs the working 


and end it through conscious political action 
- of war and destruction” 


UDIO TAPES 


{fer tapes of the following lectures etc. held 
; Those marked with * include most of the 


“aw to Pensions. 
. Speaker: C. Skelton. 
E CURRENCY. Speaker: J. D’Arcy. 
lem. Speaker: R. Lloyd. 
Speaker: R. Lloyd. & C. May. 
Speaker: J. D'Arcy. 


TION. 
of No concern to the workers”. 
zedom Association: G. Hartup 


i packing. Please order by letter 
list Studies to our Head Office. 


ad 


with or without 


fo stop slecpwalking into vct morc nightmarcs of tcrror. to 


Do we really 


“OR THER RATURE AVAILABLE 
Socialist Studies - our official journal 
Issues Nos: 1 - 30 @ 50p each 


Socialist Principles Explained 7 | ~*~ 
ALL PRICES 

The Object and Declaration of Principles / ARE 

25 p.p. Pamphlet 75p { INCLUSIVE 

Banking & Credit Myths ; OF 

A Socialist View 60p 


POSTAGE 
Socialist’s Handbook 75p 


Questions of the Day pamphlets: - 50p each 
No.1. Inflation: Cause and Effects 

No.2. Unemployment and Recessions. 

No.3. Marx - Modern History and Economics. 
No.4. The Socialist Party of Great Britain and the Trade Uni 1S 


No.5. Why Socialists oppose the Labour Party. 
No.6. The Continuing Trade War. 


The Materialist Conception of History Price £1 
Our pamphlet looks at the theory of the MCH 

and relates it to 20th Century Capitalism. 

War and Capitalism Price £1 


Examines the cause of war and the Socialist opposition. 
Women and Socialism Price 80p 


Marxism in the 2lst Century Price £1 | 
A new pamphlet covering essential aspects of Marxian econo y 
The Communist Manifesto in the 2lst Century Price 8 


LITERATURE - SPECIAL OFFER 


For an in-depth study of the case of 
The Socialist Party of Great Britain 
we have 3 special offers. 


A full set of our journal nos. 1-31 for £6.50; 
A complete set of all our pamphlets (14 in all) fe 
Or all our journals and pamphlets for only £1, 


ORDERS TO OUR HEAD OFFICE. 
71 Ashbourne Court, Woodside Park Road, Lond 


(Please make cheques payable to SOCIALIST § 
- Postage stamps acceptable for individual | 


S ON CAPIT 
-APITA , : 
eee 7th February a = 
OCIALISM POSSIBL F> Speaker: C. D 
. “er: UU. evereux. 


Sunday 14th Febr 
uary 
MARAS BERNSTEIN AND THE PRECONDITIONS FOR 


SOCIALISM. Speaker: R. Lloyd. 


Sunday 14th March 

SOME ASPECTS OF MARXIAN ECONOMICS 
Fetishism of the commodity. Speaker: P. Young 
Interest Bearing Capital. Speaker: J. D’Arcy. 


Sunday 28th March Speaker: C. Skelton 
CAPITALISM’S FAMINES An incurable problem. 


Sunday 11th April AN OPEN FORUM. 
General discussion on SOCIALISM - THE FUTURE. 


Sunday 25th April 
ART, LABOUR & SOCIALISM Speaker: T. D’Arcy. 


Lectures start at 3 pm 
OUR 8TH SUMMER SCHOOL 


CHAOS OF WORLD POLITICS IN THE 20TH CENTURY. 
Sunday 13th June 


Ist session 12 noon. 
1.30 - 2.30 Light Buffet Luncheon. 


2nd session. 2.30 pm. 
Venue for all meetings:- 


Marchmont Community Centre, 
62 Marchmont street, London WC2. 


(5 mins Russell Square Tube Station). 


Our publishing plans for 1999 will consist of 

i gues of Socialist Studies. 

n addition there will be 2 Special Supplements dealing with 

Frepemie Crises. These will look at both the BP ction 

oyna: and the current economic problems of world 
pitalism, ‘Sub for 1999 £2.50 inc. post. 


Please make your remi 
mittance payable to 
\SPGB. suds and senihto> = = 
: Ashburton Court, London N12 8SB. 


PE 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


NORTH WEST LONDON BRANCH 

meets at 7.30 pm on the first Monday in the month at 

Abbey Community Centre, Belsize Road, London NW6. 
Secretary C. May, 71 Ashbourne Court, Woodside Park Road, 


London N12 8SB 
CAMDEN / BLOOMSBURY BRANCH 


meets at 6 pm on the 4th Tuesday of month at 

Marchmont Community Centre, 62 Marchmont Street, WC1l 
Correspondence to the Secretary, S.P.G.B., 31 Caernarvon Road, 
Eynsbury, St. Neots, Cambs. PE19 2RN (Tel: 01480 403345) 


Ail meetings are open to the public and visitors are welcome 
Those wishing to find out more about the Party and its activitic 
should contact the Secretary. 


SOCIALIST PROPAGANDA is unfortunately an expensive matter 
We should like to extend our advertising to reach more people, but 
this costs money. If you can make a donation please send your 
cheque made payable to ‘Socialist Studies’ to our Head Office: 

71 Ashbourne Court, Woodside Park Road, London N12 8SB 


Marxism in the 21st Century 


Copies of the pamphlet can now be purchased 
at the following bookshops. 


Waterstone’s, 128 Camden High Street, London NW1 
Waterstone’s, 68-69 Hampstead High Street, London NW3 
Dillons Bookstore, 82 Gower Street, London WC1 
Waterstone’s, 39-41 Notting Hill Gate, London W11 


Waterstone's University of Herts, College Lane, Hatfield, Herts AL10 i 


Dillons, Queen Mary & Westfield College, 329 Mile End Road, El 


A wide range of our publications are stocked by 
\ Housemans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 


